English 100 Article Analysis
Due Date: October 24
Cut-Off Date: October 30[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Note that no marks will be deducted for analyses submitted later than the 24th; however the amount of feedback you receive is tied to the timeliness of your submission (see Course Syllabus for details). Assignments will not be accepted after the 30th except in cases of documented emergencies or pre-arranged accommodations.] 

Length: approximately 500 words


The analysis that you are composing for this assignment should be focused on developing an assessment of the quality of one of the two articles that I provided for your general topic area. As the analyst, your job is to identify strengths of the article for your reader (and weakness, if you think these exist) in order to establish its credibility as a source of information; to accomplish this, you will also have to summarize basic information about the article for your reader.

Note: Your objective in this assignment is to analyze the quality of your article; this means that you are not meant to focus on, for example, the use of technology in education but rather on how effectively your article makes its arguments about the use of technology in education. This is to say: avoid getting distracted by the subject matter dealt with in your article and focus instead on HOW your article deals with the subject.


Content:

Here are a list of things you may want to consider when you are evaluating your article as a source of information:

· Who wrote the article and what is their area of expertise?
· Who published the article and what is the publishing criteria they employ?
· Who is the article’s intended audience (that is, what kind of reader is the article trying to address) and how does this influence your assessment of the article’s quality or efficacy? 
· What is the purpose of the article? Is it successful in convincing you of its central claims? Why or why not? (Here you might be commenting on how the argument is presented, developed, supported, and/or organized).

Be sure to both quote and paraphrase from your article, keeping in mind the guidelines for doing so effectively, and include a Works Cited entry for your article. 

Do not consult any sources aside from The Conversation in the development of your analysis. Just use the website itself to glean information about the author’s credentials, the publishing criteria, and so forth.

Organization:

You do not need to organize your analysis as a five-paragraph essay, but you do need to think about how to organize it effectively. Are you going to first summarize the article’s contents and then move on to analyze its quality? Or perhaps you are going to organize based on the analytical points you want to develop, providing necessary summary along the way?

Here is a template that outlines what I think is the most straight-forward way to organize your analysis:
https://www.tru.ca/__shared/assets/Critical_Analysis_Template30565.pdf 

Alternatively, you can look to the posted analysis of Duffy’s article to provide an example of how you might combine summative and analytical points together in one paragraph.

Be sure to include a thesis statement near the beginning of your analysis that indicates whether or not you find the article to be convincing and that highlights the two or three or four points of rationale informing your position (which should then be developed in the body of the assignment).


Assessment:
 
Your analysis will be assessed for the following:
	Are you assessing the article analytically?
	Are you providing enough summary so as to make your analysis understandable?
	Are you quoting and paraphrasing from the article effectively?
Are you following MLA guidelines for documenting your source(s)?
Is your assignment organized?
Is your assignment clearly written?
	


*Note: If you were unable to complete the in-class component of this assignment, or if you achieve a higher grade on this analysis than you did on the in-class component, then this analysis will be worth 20% of your final grade. 
